


Among America’s most widely toured university concert bands, Brigham Young University’s Wind Symphony is 
composed of 50 of the university’s finest players as they combine to play energetic marches, classical pieces, 
and original works. The band blends the sounds of woodwinds, brass, and percussion as it plays music ranging 
from John Philip Sousa’s rousing marches and popular medleys of Broadway hits to a wide variety of concertos 
and original wind compositions. In addition to flawless performances and technical expertise as a unit, the Wind 
Symphony features highly trained instrumental soloists.

Since 1987, the BYU Wind Symphony has expanded its touring to include performances abroad. Included among 
its international venues are Japan, Netherlands, the British Isles, Hong Kong, Taiwan, China, Russia, Finland, the 
Baltic States, Australia and New Zealand. The symphony’s musicians originate from all parts of the United States 
and from several foreign countries. Many have come to BYU in pursuit of degrees in music, either in performance, 
composition, or music education.

The Wind Symphony gained prominence when it was selected to perform at meetings of the College Band 
Directors National Association and the American Bandmasters Association. The America National Endowment of 
the Arts also gave the ensemble its “Highest Recommendation” rating.

DIRECTOR

Dr. Don L. Peterson is the Director of Bands and conductor of the Wind Symphony at Brigham Young University. 
Prior to this appointment, he served as associate director of bands, professor of music education and director of 
the marching band.

He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in music education from BYU, and his doctor of musical arts 
degree in instrumental music/conducting from Arizona State University.

In addition to his conducting, Peterson has published in leading journals, including articles in both Bandworld 
Magazine and Band Director’s Guide, and has been involved extensively in the research of Russian band music. 
In 2005, he published an interactive DVD for the study of “Instrumental Rehearsal Techniques” - designed to aid 
in the development of both prospective music educators and younger professionals. Dr. Peterson also maintains 
a very active schedule as adjudicator, clinician and guest conductor throughout the U.S. – activities that have 
taken him to 21 states and 12 countries.

The Wind Symphony originates in the School of Music of the College of Fine Arts and Communications at Brigham Young University in 
Provo, Utah. BYU is one of the nation’s largest private universities, with more than 30,000 students from throughout the United States and 
107 foreign countries.
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“The concert of BYU Wind Symphony was greatly enjoyed because of the marvelous performing skills of the musicians, [the] 
balanced and soft sound of wind instruments and the wonderful feeling of ensemble. The music of Russian composers, 

[which] was played at the concert, electrified the audience.” - MINISTRY OF CULTURE, Republic of Belarus

“We were so honored to have the BYU Wind Symphony perform… Your presentation was outstanding… All who attended 
were extremely impressed, particularly the ambassadors and diplomats. It was a beautiful program… Thank you for your 

wonderful gifts.” - WILLIAM H. CHILD, Director, Visitor’s Center, Washington DC
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