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Behind the shining talent of Brigham Young University’s award-winning jazz ensemble Synthesis, stands 

artistic director Ray Smith. Gifted with musical genius and an extraordinary ear for jazz, Smith has led the ensemble 

to international recognition. Synthesis will perform their acclaimed jazz sound at (Place) on (Date)  at   (Time) . 

Under Smith’s direction, Synthesis travels the world, playing in some of the most prestigious jazz venues on 

two continents with the best jazz talent in the world. Synthesis recently toured Brazil during the spring of 2013, where 

they performed at the prestigious Rio das Ostras Jazz and Blues Festival. The group visited Denmark and Norway in 

2010 and traveled to England and Scotland in July 2008. They played throughout Scandinavia, making appearances 

at the Kongsberg, Aarhus, and Copenhagen Jazz Festivals, three of the region’s most prominent festivals. In the 

United Kingdom, Synthesis performed in the most selective jazz festivals, including Birmingham, Marlborough, 

Wigan, Durham, and Edinburgh where they shared stages with world-renowned tenors Stephen Duffy, Freddie King, 

and Todd Gordon. In the summer of 2014, Synthesis will perform in their first-ever joint concert with BYU’s 

Contemporary Dance Theatre during their tour in Nauvoo, Illinois. 

Smith recalls the excitement of being part of the jazz world: “There’s something in our music that bespeaks 

the freedoms we enjoy that is appealing to people all over the world. Music brings us all together—we’re more the 

same than we are different. And once the similarities are uncovered, we can all rejoice together.” 

Under the direction of Dr. Smith, Synthesis has toured across the globe to Russia, Germany, Finland, 

England, Denmark, Norway, Switzerland, Japan, China, France, and Sweden. Following a 1998 tour through Russia 
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and Finland, Victor Tregoubov, of Novosibirsk, Russia praised Smith, saying, “Ray [was] not only a super conductor 

and soloist, but as a master of ceremonies created such a special atmosphere and warm contact with the audience.” 

Smith’s dedication to Synthesis extends beyond his experience as the ensemble’s artistic director. As an 

undergraduate at BYU, Smith played lead alto saxophone with Synthesis. He also played first clarinet with the Wind 

Symphony and Philharmonic Orchestra. After graduating from BYU with a Bachelor of Music degree in 1975, Dr. 

Smith enrolled at Indiana University, where he earned both a Master’s and a Doctoral degree and had the privilege 

of studying under many great musicians, including David Baker—one of the top jazz educators in the world. 

Upon leaving Indiana, Smith taught at Murray State University in Kentucky for three years before returning 

to BYU to accept a faculty position in 1982. Smith is currently the director of jazz studies and a professor of 

woodwinds at BYU.  

In addition to directing and teaching at BYU, Smith adjudicates at jazz festivals, teaches workshops and 

clinics at schools and camps, and performs at colleges and high schools. A virtuoso musician on all five woodwind 

instruments, he also performs with the BYU Faculty Jazz Quintet and the Utah Saxophone Quartet. 

Smith has recorded music on numerous occasions as well, including back-up music for Frank Sinatra, a stage 

presentation for Dick Tracy at Disneyland and Walt Disney World, and for national ads such as Buick ‘92, Chevy 

Heartbeat of America, Chevrolet GEO, and The Children’s Television Network. He also contributed to the theme for 

Good Morning America. 

Smith has toured and recorded with a number of artists, including Sam Cardon, Mike Dowdle, Kurt Bestor, 

and Lex de Azevedo. He has performed with numerous traveling entertainers, such as Johnny Mathis, The Supremes, 

John Davidson, and The Fifth Dimension. 

Synthesis originates in the School of Music at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah. BYU is one of the 

nation’s largest private universities with approximately 30,000 students from across the United States and 110 

foreign countries. 


