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“What a wonderful evening [performance]…thanks to you and your excellent young musicians…whose spontaneity 

and excitement about their art seems to flow like a fountain.” 

Dorothy Stowe, Temple Square Concert Series Committee 

 

 

 

 

“The Folk Music Ensemble…was fantastic.  The performers are truly gifted musicians.” 

Carl Boyington, Executive Director UASSP 

 

 

 

 

“[The Folk Music Ensemble] is a marvelously talented group…the ensemble’s message through instrumental music 

and song, coupled with their demeanor…was a positive and uplifting experience for everyone who met or heard 

them.” 

Richard K. Sager, Director Nauvoo Visitor’s Center 
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American music will include selections from the following: 

 

Song/Tune 

 

Shady Grove 

Black Mountain Rag 

Orange Blossom Special 

Ashokan Farewell 

Sleepy-Eyed John/Tom and Jerry 

Blackberry Blossom 

Monroe’s Hornpipe 

Leather Britches 

Cotton-Eyed Joe 

St. Anne’s Reel 

Sally Goodin’ 

Dueling Banjos 

In the Palm of Your Hand 

Cripple Creek 

Beaumont Rag 

Bonapartes Retreat 

The Boy Who Wouldn’t Hoe Corn  

Origin 

 

Traditional Appalachian 

Traditional  

Ervin Rouse 

Jay Unger 

Traditional/Texas 

Traditional/Australia 

Bill Monroe 

Traditional 

Traditional 

Traditional Reel 

Traditional 

Arthur Smith 

Ron Block 

Traditional 

Traditional 

Traditional 

Traditional 

Style  

 

Appalachian Folk 

Bluegrass 

Bluegrass 

New England Waltz 

Old-Time Fiddle 

Old-Time Fiddle 

Bluegrass 

Old-Time Fiddle 

Bluegrass 

Irish 

Old-Time Fiddle 
Bluegrass 

Southern Gospel 

Bluegrass/Old-Tme Fiddle 

Texas-Swing 

Old-Time Fiddle 

Bluegrass 

 

 
International music will include selections from the following: 

 

Song/Tune . 

 

Mouth of the Tobique . 

The Rap . 

Swallowtail Jig . 

El Cumbanchero . 

The Lorry Ride . 

Hunting the Hare . 

Pretty Peg . 

The Lion Sleeps . 

El Rancho Grande . 

La Bastringue . 

 

 Origin  

 
Ireland/Scotland 

Norway/Ireland 

Ireland 

Cuba/Puerto Ricco 

England 

England 

Scotland 

Africa 

Mexico 

French Canadian 
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 Brigham Young University’s Folk Music Ensemble is a unique and talented musical group, made up of 

select  musicians and vocalists who perform an energetic program of several types of American and 

international folk music.  

 

 The Folk Music Ensemble toured in 2006 with the Folk Dance Ensemble throughout the Baltic States.  They 

performed in various folk festivals in Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, as well as the 25
th
 annual festival in 

Drummondville, Quebec. 

 

 The group is composed of seven talented instrumentalists and vocalists who sing and play a variety of 

traditional folk instruments including the fiddle, mandolin, banjo, dulcimer, guitar, harmonica, accordion, 

bass, and bodhran (a Celtic drum).  Unique percussion instruments, such as bongos, bones, and spoons, keep 

the rhythm as the group performs. 

 

 The BYU Folk Music Ensemble delivers a diverse program packed with fun.  Some of the music styles it 

performs include Appalachian Folk, blues, bluegrass, Cajun, jazz, country, Celtic, French-Canadian and 

American New England styles, as well as other traditional, American music and dance arrangements. 

 

 The group was originally formed in 1982 to accompany BYU’s International Folk Dance Ensemble with live 

music on the dance ensemble’s international tours.  Currently, the Folk Music Ensemble performs shows to 

a variety of local audiences in addition to its performances with BYU’s International Folk Dancers. 

 

 In addition to performing folk music, the group enjoys educating its audiences about the history of the music 

it plays and the historic importance of the group’s unique instruments. 

 

 The Folk Music Ensemble toured independently for the first time in 1996, performing in Iceland and the 

Netherlands at various concerts and folklore festivals. 

 

 The Folk Music Ensemble is directed by Mark Geslison of the BYU School of Music.   

 

 The Folk Music Ensemble originates in the School of Music at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah.  

BYU is one of the nation’s largest private universities with over 30,000 students from the U.S. and over 130 

foreign countries. 
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When the talented musicians of the Brigham Young University Folk Music Ensemble play their instruments, 

the air comes alive with the sounds of good old-fashioned fun. With energetic performances of American and 

international folk music, the Folk Music Ensemble beats their way into the hearts of all music fans alike. The group 

will bring its lively entertainment to (place) on (date) at (time).  

The international ensemble is composed of seven talented instrumentalists and vocalists who sing and play 

a variety of traditional folk instruments, such as the fiddle, mandolin, banjo, dulcimer, guitar, bass, harmonica, 

accordion, bodhran (a Celtic drum), and, newly added this year, a bassoon.  Unique percussion instruments including, 

bongos, bones, and spoons, keep the rhythm as the ensemble performs.  The group was originally formed in 1982 to 

accompany BYU’s International Folk Dance Ensemble with live music on the dance ensemble’s international tours. 

Currently, the Folk Music Ensemble performs shows to a variety of local audiences, in addition to its performances 

supporting BYU’s International Folk Dancers. 

The Folk Music Ensemble delivers a program brimming with excitement and variety. It performs musical 

styles ranging from Appalachian Folk, Celtic, French-Canadian and American New England, to Bluegrass, Cajun, 

Jazz, Blues and Country.  In addition to performing folk music, the group enjoys educating its audiences about the 

history of the music it plays and the historic importance of the unique instruments.  

The BYU Folk Music Ensemble is directed by Mark Geslison of the School of Music at Brigham Young 

University in Provo, Utah.  BYU is one of the nation’s largest private universities with more than 30,000 students 

from the U.S. and more than 120 foreign countries. 

(end) 



(more) 
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Under the direction of Mark Geslison, the Brigham Young University Folk Music Ensemble strives to revive the 

good ole’ days of rustic living with the sounds of fiddles, banjos, mandolins, and many more delightful instruments. 

Since 1992, Geslison has led the ensemble, bringing traditional music alive to elementary school assemblies and 

local and regional audiences on tours all over the U.S. and abroad.  The ensemble has performed with the Folk Dance 

Ensemble since the 1960s, traveling to every continent (except Antarctica) and almost 100 countries. Geslison’s 

students have since performed in Europe, the Middle East, South America, North America and Asia. 

In addition to the formal education he received at Brigham Young University, Geslison feels fortunate to have 

gained 15 years of additional education through extensive worldwide travel and through his work with many talented 

individuals. Geslison became part of the BYU School of Music faculty in 1992.  Since then, he has seen the Folk 

Music Ensemble grow and deepen from its humble beginnings to an ensemble in high demand. 

Geslison has won several guitar and mandolin state championships since the 1980s. His students have also won 

many top honors at numerous events around the country.  He now directs an annual state ensemble championship 

held in Provo, Utah, that is open to ensembles of all types and ages.  

Since 1998, Geslison has authored 18 books and 19 recordings. He was awarded a Pearl Award and a Best of 

State medal in 2005 for his collaborative work with Geoff Groberg titled “Emma’s Hymns.” This is a recording of 

Christian hymns that date back to the early 19
th
 century.  He won a second Best of State award in 2007 for his work 

in music education outreach through his private foundation, the Institute of American Music Foundation. Geslison’s 

other businesses include the for-profit sister company, www.institueofamericanmusic.com. This is an online 

http://www.institueofamericanmusic.com/
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company that distributes numerous titles by Mark Geslison. The products are based in music education. Geslison is 

currently a partner in a company that produces and distributes music products for the clinical and therapy market 

throughout the U.S. He is married to Jeanette, a member of the BYU dance Department faculty. He has three children; 

Alina, Isaac and Ellie Anna.  

The BYU Folk Music Ensemble originates in the School of Music in the College of Fine Arts and 

Communications at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah.  BYU is one of the nation’s largest private 

universities with more than 30,000 students from the U.S. and over 130 foreign countries. 

 (end) 
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