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Article from the Reno Gazette-Journal in Reno, Nevada (October 28, 2007)

'Coppelia’ could be good start for ballet newbies

Tour manager says comedy, drama make it easy to enjoy

FORREST HARTMAN
RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL
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Brigham Young University junior Kristina
Mitchell says touring with the school's Theatre
Ballet company is one of the highlights of her
year.

"We get to go to new places," she says. "We
get to see different parts of the country, and
then we get to meet a lot of people, which is
really exciting."

On Saturday, Mitchell and her peers will dance
for folks in our neck of the woods when Theatre
Ballet presents a performance of "Coppelia" at
the Pioneer Center. The show is being
presented as part of the Washoe County
Concert Association's 2007-2008 season.

"Coppelia" is a classic comic ballet about a
couple whose relationship is tested by a life-
sized doll. Said doll is so realistic and attractive
that a young man named Franz mistakes it for a
real girl and becomes smitten, at the risk of
losing his true love, Swanilde. Needless to say,
she is discouraged by his attraction to the "new
girl," so she and her friends go to meet her.
When they do, they discover she's really the
creation of a mischievous doctor named
Coppelius, and they hatch a plan to shame
Franz.

Doctor Coppelius admires his creation, the mechanical doll
Coppelia, played by Ashley Ivory in the BYU Theatre Ballet's
production of Coppelia.

Mitchell plays one of Swanilde's friends, and she says the ballet is delightful for all ages.

"It has childlike characters and things like that, but it's also very comedic for an adult to
appreciate," she says. "l like it because it's a lighthearted ballet. "» A lot of times just dancing it
you finish rehearsing it and you're just happy because you play happy characters and it's fun."

Tour manager Sandra Allen says Theatre Ballet is staging "Coppelia" traditionally, with the action

set in a French village during the mid-1800s. Some choreography dates back to the work's 1870
debut, but most has been assembled over decades by a variety of BYU choreographers. Allen
says so many choreographers were involved that the company now credits the movement to

"Theatre Ballet directors past and present.”"

Still, she says, BYU's take is conventional.

"('Coppelia') normally does not vary much from
one company to another," she says. "It's almost
like all of the dramatic action is written in the
music. "» You can pretty much listen to the
music and tell what's supposed to be
happening."

The score was composed by Leo Delibes to a
libretto by original choreographer Arthur Saint-
Leon and Charles Nuttier, and it has become a
staple of dance repertoire. But that doesn't
mean only aficionados can enjoy.

"This is the most excellent first-time ballet
experience," Allen says. "It is so endearing and

delightful and comic, anybody can come off the

street and be charmed. They'll recognize some

of the music. It will be familiar to them, and then

they'll just fall in love with the comedy and the
drama. And actually our students are very
good, so your more experienced audience will
like it just as well."

Allen says the performance is also beneficial to
the students, who get a taste of the touring life.

"lt's excellent in giving them experience," she
says. "The students usually feed off of the
performing experience and feeling that they're
doing something for the community."
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Article from The Nugget Newsletter in Sisters, Oregon (March 17, 2004)
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Article from The Daily Universe in Provo,
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